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language, the Afrikanders increased their self-consciousness
as a community and derived pride from an achievement that
did not rely on Holland. To them the language became a
rampart, protecting their essential traditions and giving
them a sense of cultural security.
The more the distinct life of the group is emphasized,
the more difficult it becomes to achieve a complete merger
of  Afrikanders  and   British  into  one  homogeneous  South
African people.    Yet bilingualism offers much hope.    Dual-
ism in language is itself in the long run a unifying agent,
especially in its thorough national South African form rather
than in its regional Canadian form.    Since the Union Act
laid the legal foundation of bilingualism, there has been a
remarkable advance in making the two languages a reality
in every department and every province of the state.    In
1910 there was an understanding among leaders that severe
coercion in extending bilingualism was to  be avoided as
something in conflict with liberal democracy.    Such under-
standing has on the whole been respected.    To the provinces
was left responsibility for framing the necessary legislation
on linguistic instruction at the primary stage, and to this
extent tribute was paid to the federal idea of local autonomy.
But there has been no swerving from pursuit of the goal of a
thoroughly bilingual state.    On the accession to power of
the Nationalists in 1924, the Government began to enforce
bilingualism more  rigorously in the  civil service,  for the
Nationalists look upon it as the  symbol  of equal  rights
between   the   two   nationalities.    Appointments   and   pro-
motions were made contingent  upon competence in both
languages, but new appointees might be permitted five years
in which to attain such competence.    The importance of
this bilingual system can scarcely be exaggerated.    It en-
ables the two cultural groups increasingly to understand each
other, and presumably with understanding will come sympa-
thy.    In sharing their languages,  they can  more  readily
share and express pride in common triumphs.    In the course
of time they will be less intellectually shut off from each
other than are the two nationalities under the rigid federal
regime of Canada.    Yet the system at present, despite its